Painting Indiais

The North American Indians

Before Coluntbus discovered America in 1492, the indigenous population of North American i estimated 1o have been arownd five
erillion. The Ewropaans brought with them disewses previousiy wnknommt on the continesl, ecluding small pox. As part of Hreir
pre-ordained quest of colonisation, they fook control of the Tndimns, destroying the delicate brlanee of thelr economy and traditions,
oftent queite vimlenly. The end residl of this was that, wivile the while imngeant popidation grew from zera lo 75 sllion by the end
of tiee 18t Cenlury, the rative population had duwindled fo a meere quarter of o prillion,

THE MIGRATIONS

It has often been surmised that the
Mative Americans were descended
from Asian settlers who emigrated
across the Bering Strait during the
Quaternary period. They were origi-
nally from Morth-East Siberia and
came inle contact with North
American lands by passing through

modern day Alaska, some 30000 - 8

30,000 years ago, progressively mov-
ing inland.

It is believed that the first people to
move Iowards the Americam conti-
nent carried their own ool with
them from the mid to late Palaeolithic
pericd and probably lived in quite
small groups that survived by hunt-
ing and fishing, always migrating
with the changing seasons, to take
advantage of the best climatic condi-
tioma.

THE AMNCIENT MORTH AMERI-
CAM SETTLERS

When the first contact took place
between the European invaders and
the inhabitamts of the American conti-
nent, it is estimated that their popula-
tion was some ninety million pecple,
of which some five million lived in
what is mow the United States, the rest
being  divided between Canada,
Mexico, Centeal America and the

Carbbean Islands.

Of course, these fgures are highly
debatable as it was impossible to
undertake an exact census at the time.
Also, by the time the Europeans
began their first surveys of the indige-
nous populations, they had already
been decimated by forced labour,
famine, war and, abowve all, by the
new diseases againat which they had
o natural defence.

THE MORTH AMERICAN INDIANS
The new migrants spread gradually
acro=s the whole Morth American
continent, adapting themselves and
surviving ina lerrain as large as il was
diverse, inventing new huntlm‘g and
fishing tactics, making new tools and
taking advantage of the natural medi-
cines that the land provided. This par-
allel development over thousands of
square kilometres set the scoene for the
formation of various tribes, many of

thern breaking away from others,

with their own customs and religiows
beliefs, making the job of speaking in

- general terms about the American

Indians as we know them today
almost impossible. The only thing the
different tribes have in common i
their nomadic origin, although each
tribe later evolved according to the
terrain i which they became estab-
lished. In consequence, the commaonly
used generic term ‘Indian NMation® is

very misleading.

It was the invading white man whao
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unified them under the term “Indians’
(not ‘indigenous  people’, which
would have been more fitting). He
also defined them as savages, while
he, in mrm, destroyed their habitat
and, paradoxically, introduced cus-
toms such as scalping for which the
Indians were later so wvilified, bul
never accepled responsibility for
teaching thern such a barbaric way aof
obtaining war trophies.

The indigenous people, divided
among many diverse tribes, lived i
harmony with nature and, in many
cases, maintained a strong animosity
with their neighbouring tribes, which
kept their warrior apirit ever alive.

The American colonisers encoun-
tered fiest hand this fierce warrior
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spirit when they invaded their lands
th complete disregard for their way
of life. Later, it was to be the United
States Army whose members bore the
brunt of the terror and hatred of these
savages’ who confronted them with
‘nothing to gain and every-
ing Lo lose.

Finally, the implaca-

course, there were
exceplions  like
the Mavaho
nmation who, in
VEars,

eaerve  through
astute commercial
deals. The remainder
of the tribes were
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doomed o extinction or confinement
on reservations, where their inde-
pendent way of life has been almost

forgotten.

Croar siiredd.
1850-T 850,



Painting lndians Crazy Horse

.. N
e

> "

il ant ceirbrivshs,

aend Ehe _m:.n'ubmﬂh cimit, i airuh’pllmus.




PAINMTIMNG THE CLOTHING

Texture is a fealure nol wsually
deall with among the majority of
miniature painters. By just going oul
into the street and observing the qual-
ity of different material surfaces, the
multitude of finishes presented can be
clearly seers In this instance, a normal
shirt will be painted, similar to that
which can be found on almost any
miniature, and suede trousers Lhat
present a much roore marked lexture.
The different reatment of texlures for
each material is a way of providing
maore delall and realism Lo any minia-
fure.

PAINTING THE SHIET

The shirt was painted in a toned-
down pink. following the zenithal
illumination scheme. In this case, in
order to achieve a quick, efficient fin-
ish, the base colour was applied with
an airbrush. The highlizhls were also
done with the same lool. However,
this was achieved by positicning the
airbrush so that only that part of the
shirt lluminated by the light would
recedve e paint. Once this was done,
fine veils were applied with pils, a
first coal owver the whole surface and
another thicker coat only on the shad-
owed apeas. This is an extremely sim-
ple and guick method, especially
appropriate for reasonably flal sur-
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FAINTIMNG THE TROUSERS

The trowsers were begun in the
same way as the shirl, by applving a
dark base colour and first highlight-
img with the airbrush. For this, in the
same way as previously undertaken
for the shiet painting, the airbrush
was posilioned over the figure and
spraying paint from the direction of
the light source.

Cce the highlights had been dome,
some areas were further lluminated
usimg a paintbrush. However, instead
of the usual method, gradient increas-
es were Lightly realised lightly, until a
subtle texbure was oblained.

As far as the shadows were con-
cerned, they were applied in veils of
medium-brown oil at the same Hme
a=s Lhe texture effect was continued
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Higklighis Blloising
s fior Bhe alurl
softly marking the shadow areas. This
effect was then reinforced by the
application of shadows in the same
way, carefully applying a darke:
colour. Then a serbes of wveils were
applied in dark browns o eeinforce
the shadows.

Once the shadows were done, the
highlighis were then accenmtuated,
applying maore lively tomes in order to
get a greater contrast. In this final
slep; the texture was re-worked, espe-
cially i the zones of greatest light and
shadow intensity

To complete the job, it onl
remained Lo paint some small marks
and splashes so that the trousers

would have a pealistic green look.




